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FYI, we wanted to alert you to the July 7

th
 deadline for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 - 

Strengthening Communities Fund - State, Local, and Tribal Government Capacity Building Program. The State, Local and 
Tribal Government Capacity Building program will make one-time, two-year awards of up to $250,000 to state, city, county 
and Indian/Native American tribal governments. Governments will use these grants to strengthen nonprofit organizations 
and increase the nonprofits’ involvement in projects that help turn our economy around. Please see the notice below for 
more information. 
 
Paul Dioguardi 
Director of Intergovernmental Affairs 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Phone:  (202) 690-6060 
E-mail:  paul.dioguardi@hhs.gov 
 
 

Strengthening Communities Fund State, Local and Tribal Capacity Building Grant 
 

Eligibility: Government offices at the State, local or tribal level or their designees can apply for funding to 
strengthen or create offices encouraging partnerships with nonprofit faith-based and secular organization.   
 

State, Local, and Tribal Government Capacity Building Program:  One-time awards up to $250,000 to State, 
city, county, and Indian/Native American Tribal government offices (e.g., offices responsible for outreach to 
faith-based and community organizations or those interested in initiating such an effort), or their designees, to 
build the capacity of nonprofit faith-based and community organizations to better serve those in need and to 
increase nonprofit organizations' involvement in the economic recovery.  Grantees will use program funds to 
provide free capacity building services to nonprofit organizations and to build their own capacity to provide 
such services to nonprofits.  The grant period for this award is 24 months.   
 

Objective: To enable nonprofit organizations to contribute to the economic recovery and help Federal, State, 
local, and Indian/Native American Tribal governments ensure that the information and services described in 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) reach disadvantaged and hard-to-serve 
populations.   
 

Program Focus:  To build the capacity of nonprofit organizations, whether secular or faith based, to address 
the broad economic recovery issues present in their communities, including helping low-income individuals 
secure and retain employment, earn higher wages, obtain better-quality jobs, and gain greater access to state 
and Federal benefits and tax credits, including ARRA benefits.   
 
Website for Program Announcement: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/grants/open/HHS-2009-ACF-OCS-SN-
0092.html  
  

Applications due by: July 7, 2009 

 
For more information about this new program, visit http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ocs/scf/  
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Stacey L. Ecoffey, MSW (Oglala Lakota) 
Principal Advisor for Tribal Affairs 
Immediate Office of the Secretary 
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Ave SW RM 630 F 
Washington, DC 20201 
PH: (202) 690-7410 
FAX: (202) 401-3702 
BB: (202) 747-4501 
Stacey.Ecoffey@hhs.gov 

  

“Our Lives Begin To End the Moment We Become Silent about Things That Matter” 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
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